LEBANESE REPUBLIC
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION

NATIONAL NEWS AGENCY (LEBANON)

KFAR HATTA is a northern town bordering Zgharta, its Patron Saint
MAR MAMA.

Tuesday on January 07, 2014 at 9:45 a.m
RANIA DOUEIHY REPORT

Nationally- KFAR HATTA is a Syriac word which means "the Grain
Field", a complacent town in the North of Lebanon neighboring Zgharta.
It towers up the sea level for 126 meters. The remnants of its ancient
houses show that they were ancient palaces from the old days.

Nowadays, we look at arched domes built by stone. It is far from the
Capital for a distance of 85 kilometers and it is separated away from the
Governorate for a distance of 8 kilometers.

The known families of KFAR HATTA are:

El Chemr- Aoun- Remy- Saadeh- El Kalaa- Nader- Isaac- Yaacoub- El
Khazen- El Khoury- El Bayea- El Cham- Mouawad. Some families are
from the Honorable Islamic Sect as a result of several transactions of
naturalization during the precedent years. Its population is limited to three
hundred persons or more according to the regulations of the electoral
delisting. It has a municipal council constituted by nine members and one
mayor.

Kfar Hatta is distinguished due to its proximity to Zgharta by its
extension of the market of this commercial city. It is characterized by the
cultivation of olives and lemon recently but in ancient times, its only
interest was the cultivation of mulberry in addition to olives.

Its citizens like other ones went to foreign countries like South America

and recently to Australia.
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The Religious Ancient Monuments

These ancient monuments are limited to the Miraculous Mar Mama
Church which is a history by itself. When you go along Kfar Hatta, this
town asks you to stop and ask about its age? You went sinking in history
calculation and you turn your lips drawing by your eyes questions and
exclamations marks.

The Church is related to the Miraculous Saint Mama. He is a Saint born
during the ceasarism in Cappadocia (Turkey) in the mid-third century
from two poor Christian parents. He lived poorly, orphan, he always
glorifies God, he was humble, herding sheep in the fields. He was
arrested in his fifteenth years old to disbelieve in Jesus Christ but he
confessed his faith and he won the crown of martyrdom in 275 AD. This
Church is led by visitors from different directions especially the grooms
(because Saint Mama is considered a Patron Saint for the newlyweds).

We returns now to the book of the Patriarch Estephan Doueihy "the
history of eras when he said that" in the era of the Patriarch Youhanna
Makhlouf El Ehdeni (1608-1633), the citizens of Kfar Hatta have
renovated the Church of Mar Mama in 1632. In the book of "the Sheiks
Chemor, the Governors of the Zawyia Mountain" for the Lebanese monk
Ignatios Tannous El Khoury, he said that" this Church is dual in the old
days, the first one for the Maronites and the second for the royals
Orthodox". The two churchs were attached under one roof. This church of
royals was built by the Sheikh Abdallah El Chemr respecting to his wife's
emotion because she was of the royal sect however this Church was
destroyed in 1881 for keeping the Maronite one.

The Monsignor Boulos Abdo El Semaani, the Secretary of the Patriarch
Mar Antoine Arida when he was a bishop in the Maronite Archdiocese of
Tripoli (1908-1932), has drafted articles where he stated "the Kfar Hatta
Church was built from about 120 years and the church was sanctified by
the pastor Estephan El Aslouti during the era of the bishop Moussa
Kassab of Tripoli (1826-1873) and in the archives of the Maronite
diocese of Tripoli.




The dead bishop and patriarch Antoine Arida said "that the construction
of Mama Church returns to 1792 approximately". And, since that date,
the church doesn't change except for some newly added decorations from
inside, its length measures 24 meters, its width measures 13 meters and
its elevation measures 8 meters.

From 1910 till nowadays, the church went through several stages of
renewal and restoration by many agents like Sheikh Michael El Chemr
and the Pastor Youhanna El Chemr, the Sheikhs Jawad El Chemr and
Cheban El Chemr for the later work of new restoration and a design of
two sections and the new construction becomes a sign of beauty, the past
and the present were embraced to create a religious necessity and a
valued heritage.

Personalities:

Jamil El Hajj: from Kfar Hatta (1898- 1954) is one of Al Hajj Sheikhs
who resided in Kfar Hatta then in Zgharta before moving to the town of
Ardeh in Zgharta district also, he wrote poetry from a young age. He
flamed the enthusiasm on the platforms during the national and literary
events. He was known as the poet of the North Governorate. He
established the Reform association in Zgharta in 1929.

Antoine S. Remy (1937- 2002) is a cinematic director and a Lebanese
producer. He directed numerous films and series. He is one of the
founders of Lebanon TV. He was married to the late actress Hind Abi
Lamaa. He was elected at the beginning of the war the Head of the artist
filmmakers.

The Sheikh Nassif El Chemr born in 1945: he was educated in Mar
Yaacoub school in Karmsaddeh, then in the institute of white fathers in
Kouba. He was elected as a Mayor in Kfar Hatta in 1998 as a successor
for his late mother Mrs. Farida El Chemr who was considered as the first
Mayor who has accomplished her task in Lebanon since 1965. He
immigrated to Brazil in 1975, joining his father Sheikh Majid and his
eldest brother Sheikh Youssef.
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But, he did not take long residence in Brazil and when he returned to his
origins, he accumulated books and newspapers founding one of the
largest private libraries in Zgharta district. He also opens his house for
literary and intellectual councils, lending a helping hand for the
researchers, academic students and the reporters because he accumulated
many references and publications.

He drafted a book "pens from us" (issued from the cultural house in
Zgharta) which appeared on two editions which is a lexical work
including summaries about Zgharta- El Zawyia book, from the beginning
of the twentieth century later.

Kfar Hatta is a simple and complacent village neighboring and bordering
Zgharta and it is cut through the highway of Ehden-Zgharta, there is no
side street that leads us to this village. It is a destination for all the passers
of the district's villages definitely.

Kfar Hatta is distinguished by the goodness of its people, by their
solidarity and their affection for the ancient traditions, social traditions
and moral traditions. Its citizens are residents and emigrants, despite the
development and the hastiness of life nowadays and its difference
significantly from the previous and old days.

http:/nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/show-report/371/

It is a Ministry of Information link and official Lebanese government
article.

These translations are accurately & correctly translated word by word
from the official Lebanese government reference abovementioned by
certified & sworn translator Hanane Nassereddine hence stamped official
but 1 am not responsible for the history of the link but I am responsible
for the accurate & precise translations done from the original Lebanese
government link with the following reference:
http://nna-leb.gov.Ib/ar/show-report/371/.

BEIRUT on November 19, 2016
The Sworn Translator Hanane Nassereddine  Tel:01/547843
Office in Chiah- Hassan Kanj Street- Farhat Building- Grousd=Etye
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